
South Central VA Health Care Network (VISN 16): Mental Health Veteran Consumer/Advocate Councils 

Revised 8.19.09 Page 1 of 1 

 

VAMC Contact Information Meetings & Focus Phone/E-Mail 

Alexandria 

Michael Roach, MSW, LCSW 
P.O. Box 69004 
Alexandria VAMC  
Alexandria, La. 71306 

 Meets Monthly 

 Has chair, vice chair, and reporter 

 Meets with mental health 
administrative officer each month 

318.473.0010,X2009; 
Michael.Roach@va.gov 

Gulf Coast 
(Biloxi) 

Leigh Ann Johnson, LCSW 
400 Veterans Ave.  
Biloxi VAMC  
Biloxi, MS 39351  

 Meets Monthly to provide a voice for 
Veterans from South Mississippi, 
South AL, and Northwest FL.  

 Concerns are: Improving services for 
Veterans with Mental Health issues, 
Homeless Veterans, Quality of 
existing Health Care, Women 
Veterans issues, & OIF/OEF Vets 

228.532.4997; 
Leigh.Johnson2@va.gov  

Fayetteville 

Flo Van Horn 
1100 N. College Ave, 
Fayetteville VAMC 
Fayetteville, AR 39352 

 Program Development 

 How to best use MH funds 

 Health buddies for residential care 
patients 

479.444.5078; 
Florence.VanHorn@med.va.gov 

Houston 

Cristy Gamez-Galka, Ph.D. 
2002 Holcombe Blvd.  
Michael E. DeBakey VAMC  
Houston, TX 77030  

 Meets Monthly  

 Plans activities for MH Month and 
Mental Illness Awareness Week 

 Collaborating with a community 
Consumer Council 

 Hosting quarterly VISN v-tels 

713.791.1414 ext 4378; 
Cristina.Gamez-
Galka@va.gov 

Jackson 

Ruth (Lona) Thornton 
1500 E. Woodrow Wilson 
Jackson VAMC 
Jackson, MS 39216 

 Meets Monthly 

 Asking veterans and family members 
about perceived barriers related to 
MH issues 

601.364.1253; 
Lona.Thornton@med.va.gov 

Central Ark 
(Little Rock) 

 Eddie C. Smith  
MH Peer Liaison   
 

 Erin B Williams, PhD  
MH Staff Liaison  

 
Central Arkansas VHS, 2200 
Fort Roots Drive (116/NLR), 
North Little Rock AR 72114 

 Title: IMPACT for Veterans Council 

 Meets Monthly 

 Expanded to any veterans having 
used VA MHS  

 Liaisons from MHS, VSO, HSO, and 
DC Senator 

 IMPACT Rep brings 
concerns/request to MH Executive 
Council as needed 

 Meets quarterly with VISN Councils  

 501.773.8882 
Eddie.Smith2@va.gov   
 
or  
 
501.257.3202 
Erin.Williams3@va.gov 

Muskogee 

D. Jeff Johnson, Ph.D.  
1011 Honor Heights Drive  
Muskogee VAMC  
Muskogee, OK 74401  

 Meets Monthly 

 Educate OEF/OIF veterans about 
available resources  

918.577.3699; 
Donald.Johnson2@va.gov  

Southeast LA 
 (New 
Orleans) 

Baris Konur, Psy.D. 
PO Box 61011  
New Orleans (116) VAMC  
New Orleans, LA 70161  

 Meets 2x per month 

 Provides Feedback to MH service 

 Creating a quarterly newsletter  

504.501.2566 (P); 
Baris.Konur2@va.gov 

Oklahoma 
City 

Lee Thrash, Ph.D. 

921 NE 13
th 

Street (116 A)  
OKC, OK 73104  

 Meets Monthly  

 Feedback on issues( MH council and 
Psych Svc)  

 2005 NAMI-OK walk  

405.270.5183 
Lee.Thrash@va.gov 

Shreveport 

Paul Moitoso, LICSW 
Overton Brooks VA Medical 
Center  
510 E. Stoner Ave.  
Shreveport, La 71101  

 Meets Quarterly  

 Provides information through E-mail 
and newsletter  

318.221.8411; 
Paul.Moitoso@va.gov 
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